Showcase on SDG 15.3.1
Land degradation - DR Congo
Context
The tropical forest of the Congo basin is the second largest contiguous tropical forest and
carbon storage after the Amazon rainforest. About 50% of this forest is located in DR Congo.
It contains a great biodiversity with rare and endemic species such as bonobo, gorilla and
the African forest elephant. Congolese forest represents 23% of the total African forest
cover.
Mining industry in DRC is a major economic opportunity for the country and represents the
principal export revenue. However, artisanal and illegal industrial logging, agriculture,
roadbuilding and above all industrial mining are the principal causes of deforestation in
DRC. Deforestation occurs mainly along roads and at forest margins and leads to a loss of
habitat for many species. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), 0.23% of forest is lost annually, representing an area of 7’000 km2 per year.
Mining exploitation also leads to water contamination and land degradation as well as
habitat loss for many animal species. Furthermore, mining concessions sometimes overlap
with protected areas.
In order to evaluate the impact of mining industry on the DRC forest, the surface of forest
covered by mining concessions was calculated for the years 2013 to 2016.

Figure 1: Surface of forest covered by mining concessions between 2013 and 2016, for each main
commodity (copper, cobalt, gold, diamond) and for all commodities. In the second graph, the surface of
forest was calculated only based on mining concessions that were exploited continuously during the years
2013-2016, reflecting a non-stop industrial activity

The two diagrams show a progressive loss of forest in the mining concessions with time.
More than 3'500 km2 of forest were lost during the last three years, due to industrial mining
activity.
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